INSERT DATE
Corona City Council
Karen Spiegel, Mayor Pro Tem
400 S. Vicentia Ave.

Corona, CA 92882



RE:   Irvine-Corona Expressway Project 

Dear Councilmember Spiegel:


National Forests are created for the multiple uses and benefits of all Americans, and for the sustained yield of renewable resources such as water, forage, wildlife, wood, and recreation. Effective management of these resources will provide benefits to the American people, while ensuring the productivity of the land and protecting the quality of the environment. The proposed Irvine-Corona Expressway tunnel project does not utilize the land and fiscal resources for the optimum benefit of the American people.  Inland Empire Waterkeeper conducted a public research survey of 100 residents of the Temescal Valley during the spring of 2009, with some of the results included herein. I am a concerned resident of southwest Riverside County and urge you to reconsider the Irvine-Corona Expressway project in light of the following points: 

1. Cost – An estimated minimum cost of $10 billion is too much money to spend during a national and statewide fiscal crisis.  Please do not consider wasting such an exorbitant amount of taxpayer money on an unprecedented project.  Valley residents were primarily concerned about the cost of the project (64%). 

2. Construction Time – A minimum of 15 years to project completion is too long to spend, pending the project runs on-schedule. As the population grows during the construction of the project, the marginal benefit of the project to each driver will decline to nearly zero by the time it is complete. Survey respondents were secondarily concerned (61%) about the potential for a situation where both the construction time and cost increase as construction proceeds. 
3. Too much of a risk for the National Forest and people – Our National Forests were not intended to be lands conserved for future development projects that would wipe away their intrinsic benefits.  The project scope is unprecedented and excessively risky to life and property, with potential cave-ins, explosions, flooding and other construction and long-term risks.  The third highest topic of concern from survey respondents (55%) fear the tunnel would significantly alter the national forest during the construction period, including a risk of cave-in that would cause irreparable damage to the forest.

4. Construction Impacts to Air Quality, Roadways, and Noise – Fifteen years of trucks hauling dirt would cause irreparable damage to the air quality and lungs of local residents-especially our local children.  The forest would also become crisscrossed by unsightly access roads, vents, drilling rigs and other facilities needed to service the tunnel.  Residential roads would be impacted by the truck traffic, and the ever-present drilling operations would be a maddening noise to residents and local wildlife.  The change to the physical and visual landscape of the forest is the fourth highest issue of concern to local residents (43%).  

I urge you and your consultants to take into consideration the following alternatives to the project:

1. Expand existing freeways – It is good economic and environmental sense to expand on the existing roadways instead of building new.  Valley residents indicated clear preference for the better management of existing roads and freeways (19%) and the preservation of natural areas and creation of more parks (18%).  Residents also primarily supported improving and expanding freeways (27%) as a solution to congestion.

2. Implement commuter rail – A commuter rail from at least Lake Elsinore to Corona that would connect with existing Metrolink facilities is a 21st century solution to alleviate freeway congestion.  A railroad alignment already exists that could be considered and make for a more long-term sustainable solution to our transportation needs.  Residents suggested better mass transit and public transport as the second most common response to solutions for congestion (21%). 

Please consider another method of alleviating future traffic congestion between Riverside and Orange Counties for the sake of our National Forest heritage and the lives of local residents and commuters.

Sincerely,   
INSERT NAME
INSERT ADDRESS
